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We Love him ; becauſe he firſ® Loved us, 


HE knowledge of our good and ſafe 
Eſtate, deriving from an intereſt in 
the Everlaſting Love of God, is a 
thing which every one who hath 
right thoughts of the Eternity he is going to, 
will be; very follicitous, about. There is, beſides 
the Teſtimony of the Spirit of God to this in us, 
| which 1s neceſſary for our confirmation in the 
{ belief of it, the witneſs of our own ſpirit re- 
uifite, for our ordiovary Aſſurance about it, 
which muſt be given to thoſe things in us which 

are eviden:ial of if, Theſe Ewvidences are built 
upon the dilcovery of ſuch fruits or eff:&g of 
the love of God wrought in us, as a'e proper 
and diſtinguiſhing, and - theſe are mainly the 
Graces of Faith and Repemtance ; and theſe are 


3 put 


Ne 
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put into us by the operation of the Spirit of 
God, -in 'our Effet3ual: Focation ; and becauſe 
there may be ſomething like unto theſe found 
in Hypocrites, which may cheat them into falſe 
and preſumptuous hopes of their good eſtate ; 
there is a yet farther trial to be made of them, 
ta prove that this Faith is wunfeigned; and that 
this Repentance 1s unto hife, which muſt be gather- 
ed from thoſe diſtinguiſhing fruits of them, 
which are not to be found in the other. Theſe 
fruits are all of them in the Word of God, re- 
duced to that common head of love, by which 
Faith is ſaid to Operate, Gal. 5. 6. Which Love is 
diſtributed -according to the next or immediate 
objzas of it, into the loving of God, and of our 
byotber ; and becauſe theſe two are inſeparable, 
they are therefore made uſe of mutually to. evi- 
dence each the other ; inaſmuch as, if ws truly 
love our brother, ic derives from our love to 
God as the principle, in which it is rooted ; and 
if we love God indeed, it will unfailingly prp- 
duce the other' love in us, So that 'the grand 
Caſs into which our Self: Examinatios mult ulti- 
mately reſolve it ſelf, is, Whether God loweth tus 
with that lowe which he bears to bis Choſen; - be- 
cauſe if we are but ſure of this, the inference is 
infallible, viz. thac we {hall certainly at laſt ar- 
rive at Eternal Life; how happy then muſt we 
needs be ? and the enquiry on which this con- 
cluſion mult determine, is, F/hether we do — 

| an 


ud ſincerely love God 2 for though vur happy 
tate 'was ſecured for us in the-former, it bei 
;ppointed and ſettled in that love of his, yet we 
' tannot' come at che knowledge of it but by the. 
ater, 
/ - The words of. our Text give us a reaſon of the 
afety of this way of concluding, and ſhew us 
hy and wherein it amounts to a Demonſtration, 
in as much as it leads us from the Efe# to the 
ſupream cauſe from whence it muſt derive. It is 
needlefs to. enquire after the coherence of our 
| Text wich the Context, the words themſelves being 
| an entire propoſition, and having abundant mat- 
| tar of profitable inſtruction in them : and the 
| deſign of them is, not only to aſlert the cloſe 
' connexion that there is between our loving of 
| God, and his loving us; but alſo to point us to 
the reaſon of this Connexion, and ſhew us the 
cloſeneſs of it, and the ſafety of our interring his 
love to us from ours to him and if it be enqui- 


red to what kind ok reaſoning it is to be refer- 


red ? I anſwer, it muſt needs be to the Efficient 
Cauſe. It doth not only intimate that there is a 
Concqmitancy, but allo a Cauſality : for, though 
the word | becauſe | doth not always refer us to 
the cauſe of the thing but may refer to any 0- 


ther head of arguments, and is accordingly to 
be judged of by the nature of that which it re- 
fers co; yer it muſt do ſo in this place; inaf- 
much as we are here given to underſtand the 

A4 priority 
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priority of Gods love to us, as that from which 
we Come to love him, which can be inferred 
from no other but the Efficiew. The word is 
an Adje#ive, and not an Adverh ; and that alſo 
puts force into the argument 5 he was the fir## 
in-this love; and thence it was that our love 
followed after, Hence, 


DOCTRINE. 
Our Loving of God is the genuine effef# of bis firſt 


Loving of us. If we love bim in time, it it 


becauſe he firſt lowed us from Eternity. 
T ſhall not inſiſt on this DoF#rine at large, but 
reſtrain the following Diſcourſe to the reſoluti- 
on of the following Caſe, viz. 


Queſt. In what reſpe# Gods lowe to us. is les- 
ding to, and influential of our loving. of him 2 


A. That we may take up the right meaning 


of the Caſe, in order to the better reſolution of- 


it: There are theſe two remarks to be made, 


T. That by Gods lowe to us, we are to underftand 
bis Eternal purpoſe of good will, by which he appoin- 
ied us to Salvation by Chriſt. Lowe is improperly 
attributed to God, in whom there are no Paſſions 
os Aﬀetions, properly fo called, —_ as 
they 
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they argue imperteRion, and compoſition in the 
ſabje& of them, which is incompoa ible with the 
moſt abſolute firſt Being. But becauſe theſe are 
in men the Inſtruments of the 7/41, by the Mi- 
niſtry whereof i: perto; ms its Imperate Ations, 
or they are the varjous poſtures of it with re- 
ſpec to its Obje#, according to the reſentment 
that it hath of it ; hercupon when we fee fuch 
things done in Gods Works of Efficiency, as ate 
wont to be managed by ſuch an Aﬀe#im ; we, 
after our manner of conception, aſcribe it 'to 
that AﬀeFtion ; becauſe we cannot otherwiſe ex- 
pn it. Now love is an Hſfetion mn tus, which 
eareth good will to the Objett of it and expreſſeth it 
ſelf in atts of kinaneſs to i5, As therefore it is an 
Humane Afﬀe&ion, it is rooted in the heart or 
will, and is on all opportunities diſcovering it 


{felt in the cariiage; and from this conception 


of it, when God maniteſteth his benignity to 
the Creature, we conceive him, in his fo doing, 
to at as a cauſe by Counſel, and fo aſcribe it to 
his Benevolence,and call it his /ove. And trim this 
conſideration, there 1s a divers love ihac is a{lign- 
ed to him, according to the different etfe&ts of 
his good will, diſcerned in the trui:s of kis Be- 
neficence to the Subjet of it. There is a com- 
mon love attribured to kim, wherein the good 
and the bad do promiſcuouily partake ; and ic 
appears in that Goodneſs of his which he conters 
upon them, wierein he gives them large taſts of 
his 
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his bounty ; and to this love we are pointed in, þ,, 
Pſal. 145. 9. The Lord is good to all, and bis tender | 

mercies are over all bis works. And As 14. 17. 
He left not binsſelf without witneſs im that be did\.; 
good, and pave us rain from heaven, and fruitful | 
ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. 
And there is an Eſpecea} love of his that we are 
told of, which he bears only to fome, and in 
compariſon with which others are faid to be 
hated, according to Rom. 9.13. TFacob have 1 
lowed, and Eſau bave 1 hated ; and it appears in 
thoſe peculiar favours which he hath laid in 
for, end beſtows upon them ; of which we have |; 
ſuch obſervations, Fob. 3. 16. God ſo loved theft; 
world, that he gawe his only begotten Son, &c.\; 
x Job. 4 9. In this was the love of God manifeſted 
towards us, becauſe God ſent his only begotten Sow jj; 
into the world, that we might live through bim 5p; 
and this is the love that we are now confider- þj; 
ing of, and is intended in our Text : which, iff, 
we run up to the top of it, is nothing elſe but þ,, 
that good will of bis, by which be purpoſed to be- 
Frow all ſaving good upon us, There is a natural |. 
love which we aſcribe to God, by which he by 
Jovech himl-lf eternally, being his own laſt end : þ,,. 
ang with this love every Sacred Perſon in the |; 
undivided Trimzty love each other ; and there is 
a voluntary love which -we conceive in him, | 
which muſt needs flow from his good pleaſure zþ,, 
for we are told, Rom, 9, 18, He hath —_ onþ;n 
whom 
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1, hors he will have oP And ſuch muſt be al 

> love which he bears to the Creature, ſince 
17-1 being, apd all that he doth to it or for it 
8 Five from his holy pleaſure, Who doth all things 
ful ording to the Counſel of bis will, Epb. 1. 11. And 
eſs. 'was this love that procured our valvation, Gal. 
20. Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. * 


2, That by our loving of God we muſt under and, 

Cordial reſpe& which we bave for him, where- 
we bave choſen him for our portion, and are en- 
ely devoted to bis fear. Love in us, is an Af- 
ion leadimg us in purſuit after Union to the objeft 
ity in order to our having intimate Communion 
th it : for love is a Cloſmg . AﬀeRtion, and 
rrieth us forth after that” which we love. That 
ch attrafts our love to it, is the Goodneſs 


eart, and draws it out after it. Now the ex- 
eflion of this love is in @ ſuitable reſpet that 
e ſhew to the obje of it, and is accordingly 
verſityed, as there is a Giff:rent reterence or re- 
tion that we bear tc'ir: the love therefore 
| Parents to their Children, and of Chitdren 
their Parents doth not ſhew it felf alter the 
© ;Þme manner. There are therefore theſe two 
ungs wherein cur real loye to God appears, 
Viz, 


he 
1 : 
he 
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Viz,, In our renouncing of all other things fra 
him, chuſing him alone for our portion, ahi 
accordingly depending upon bim for all ; whe 
we can {ay as the Church, Lam. 3. 24. The Iſrc 
is my portion ſaith my Soul, therefore 1 will hoped 
bim : And as the Pi:Imiſt, Pſal. 62. 5. My Sat: 
wait thou only upon G24, for my expettation is frur 
tin And in our ſubmitting our ſelves 
greateſt. willingneſs and delight to his Servidþ 
Chriſt therefore directs to this as the Evidege 
of cur Joye. Joh 14 15. If ye love me keep hei 
Commandments. Love is therefore uſed in gc! 
Scrip:utcs to expiels all that Obedience whit! 
we pay © Gad, in ſtudying and practiſing 


(7 
verfal conſo:mity to his revealed will. ThiÞn 
rooted in our hearts by the delight we havefo! 
his precepts 3 when we can ſay with him, Rai 
7.22 1 delight in the Law of God after the imwike 


man. Ani it 1s exerted in our lite, when hho 
tlevore our whole man to New Obediendo 
When we lewe the Lord our God with all our heb 
and all cur. ſoul, and all our mind, Matth. 22. fle 
Is 

It now flows that we proceed to the rec 
Iition cf che Cafe 3 and we may take ic upplai 
(he iofiowing Propofitions, Dre 
Ji 
1. Thi love of Ours with which we love God pa 
n't barely a Natural Aittcion, or « Moral Prſen 
Ciple :» 2t, b4t a Grace of the Spirit, The pn 
c 
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ngs fral affeftion indeed is tte Subje& of it, in 
n, hich it is rooced, but we muſt diftinguiſh be- 
- whbeen the affection it ſelf, and the love which 
be Ihrooted in it. Love bach Good for its Objett ; 
bopehd ſuch as the good is, 1o 1s the love denoini- 
1y Sated. We love the things that are fuired to 
is frur inclinations : and hence there is in Unre- 
5 Wienerate men,a Carnal Love which inclines chem 
rvic the gracification of their carnal Lults, and fo 
idehe objets which are luited thereto atrratt 
ep heir love. There is a Natura! Love in men to 
in gch perſons or things as are agreeable to their 
whiatures : and there is a love to che things thar 
e Meorally Good and Hone#t, which ſome Un 
Chipnverted men have in them, and it proceeds 
avefom a principle of Morality, which eicher re- 
Rhains in them notwithſtanving the fall, or hath 
myſcen acquired by them: but none of theſe a- 
n. fhounts to the love which we are now in the 
eneÞonfideration of : There is then a Divine 
he&Love, which carries men out co God, and io 
2. fleavenly things, and fixeth them there: and 
is flows from a ſpecial gracious principle in- 
reþſed into the man by the Spiric of God,and can 
vpflaim its Original from no other ; it is there- 
pre called one of the fruits of the Spiric, and 
the firſt named, Gal. 5 22. The fruic of the 
od Fpirit is love, &c. This love of God indeed was 
Pronnatural to man in his ſtate of integrity, being 
e Þne of thoſe Graces of oanaification whicn 
c were 


——————— 
were Concreated in him, and belonged to «ht 
Image of God which was at firſt put upon hiþw 


and adorned him. This love was active : 
vigotþus in man before fuch time as he had (| 
praved himfelt by Sin ; and nome of the Comma in 
were grievous to bim, 


2. The Apoſtaſy robbed man of that holy love\tt 
God which was at firſt jlanted im him. This it qc: 
when it ſtrjpt him of the {mage of God, in whitt 
this and all the orher Graces ot SanRiticathis 
were contained. When man put oft the Imqe 
from him, all that was Spiritual, or Theologic{th 
good in him went with it ; So that every Us 
regenerate. man, it he wili fay the Truth, mjct 
conteſs of himſclt entirely, as Paul doth of hijtc 
fel in reſpe& to his worſer part, Rom. 7.1b 
In me, that is in my fleſh, there dwells no good thi(E 
Man, who at firſt loved God as his laſt end 4a 
chief good, now ceaſeth to do ſo, and there is 0 P 
one ſpark ot that primitive love left in him. | 
Is faid of every natural man, that the love of|s 
Father is not in bim, 1 fcb.2.15. The Afﬀectil V 
of love abides in the man, it being eſlentiall a 
his Humanity, and inſeparable from it ; but] # 
hach ſhitted objects, and exchanged Ged tor 
Creature z Unconverted men are faid .to | & 
Lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God, 2 T4 \ 
3.4. And hereupon that is one title put upf © 
ungodly men, Row, 1. 39, Haters of God. | 

[4 
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to ti{that their firſt love, in reſpet of the objet. on 
1 hifwhick it was placed, is turned into hatred, 
ve 2 
nad | 3. This lowe muſt be again recovered by the man, 
nmalin order to bis being made to enjoy God, and to be 
' bappy in him. It is certain that mans true hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in his enjoying of God, who is 
lowelthe only adequate objec of felicity ; no other 
5 it dcan make a ſuitable and ſufficient portion for 
whithe reaſonable Creature ; to be far from God, 
icathis to be miſerable indeed, Pſal. 73. 27. For bo, 
Imggll that are far from thee, ſhall periſh : In bis favour 
opichthere is life ; bis loving kindneſe is better than life 
y Us ſelf. Now God is a portion for none but 
, mithoſe that love him : it is by loye that we come 
f hiſto have Communion with him, which is our 
7. 1bleſſedneſs, Prov. 8. 17. 1 love them that love me. 
7 : hatred keeps the Sinner ac a diſtance from God, 
d gand there is a fearful Curſe out againſt all ſuch, 
15 0 P/al. 21. 8. &c. Thine band ſhall find out all thine 
n. | Eneries, thy right hand ſhall find out thoſe that hate 
e of thee ; thou ſhalt make them as a fiery Oven, &c. 
ecti{ Wheteas there is a great Blefling in ſtore for ſuch 
tiall as love him, P/al. 5.11, 12. Let them that love 
but] tby name, be joyful in thee ; for thou Lord, wilt 
Yr o bleſs the righteous, with favour wilt thou compaſs 
to | bir as a ſhield. It therefore infinitely concerns 
2 7q us all to re that the love of God dwells in us; 
upd and this is it which the Apoltle prays for in 
hy | 


their 
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their behalf, 2 Thel- 3. 5. The Lord direft you 
bearts into the Love of God. | 


{ 
4. It utterly exceeds the power of man to recover 
this Principle, and the attivity of it, Of the Na 
tural mans inability to exert any truly Gracious p 
action, the Scripture'abundantly informs us, Je . 
24 19, Ye cannot ſerve God. Rom. 8. 7, 8. The 
Carnal mind is Enmity againſt God ; for it is not ; 
ſubje& to the Law of God, neither indeed can be 
So then they that art in the Bleſb, cannot pleaſe God 
2 Cor. 3. 5. We are not ſufficient of our ſelves ti; 
think any thing, as of our ſelves. Now this defeat 
arifech from the loſs of the Image of Go 
on his Hea::, and his 'incapacity of getting ith 
again by any Endeayour of his own. Bek 
cauſe he hath not a root of Grace in him 
therefore he cannot a& Graciouſly 3 for nj; 
Effet can exceed the Vertue of its Cauſe; Andſ; 
becauſe there is a contrary Principle in him 
which reigns . over every Faculty and Powerſ: 
within him, he therefore 1s not able to with ' 
ſtand ic. Indeed he cannot fo much as deſire 
to Love God, much leſs is he able to reftoref' 
this Grace to his keart again. The Will there | 
fore as well as the Deed, muſt be of his of 
peration in us, Phil. 2. x3. 1t is God who workethF" 
in y:u to will and to do, of his own good pleaſure.Þ 
The reſtoring of loſt Grace to tallen manyf: 
i5 a work of Omnipotency, and therefore _ 
ut 
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- 6 be who 1s Almighty is able to do .it in us: 
Jouq x. -- therefore compared to a Creation, 2 Cor. 4, 
E. God who commanded the light to ſhine out of the 

. | darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, &c, And to. 4 
3-1 ReſurreQion, Eph, 2, x. You hath be quickned, who 


N: | were dead in treſpaſſes and ſms, Love is a thing 
Je that is .not to be purchaſed ; all that & man 


Ti would offer for it will be deſpiſed, Cant. 8 7. Which 
1may be interpreted as well of our loving God, 


not . 
| 3,185 of his loving us. 


tor F+ This love is 4 ſaving gift, and therefore muſt 


 alhave God for its Author. Te is one of thoſe things , 
Go which we are told do accompany Salvation, Heb.6 9. 
> jd20d is Maerefore called @ fruit of the Spirit, in the 
S tore cited, Gal. 5. 22.This love is an effe& of the 
him ew: birth, whereot God is the Author, x okrs 
44+ 7- Love is of God, and every one that loweth is 
And born of God. And indeed, it being one of the 
ninOraces of SanRification, it muſt needs proceed 
rom Gads Efficiency, for it is he that San#ifietb 
os, I Theſ. 5.23. And the wonderful change 
hat is made in the man by it, muſt force us © 


ay of it, behold the finger of God, To ſee cone 
ere $919 the other day deſpiſed God, had no defire 


afcer him, bad him co depart from him, choſe 
2,,zFarnal objects, lying vanities rather than him z 
fare, Þ3Y » hated his counſels, and was full of all pre- 
nan, udices againſt him ; now to love him, to chuſe 
onefſhitn, to emabrace him, L, torſake all for him, 


but © 
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to ſubmit to him, and delight in his Seivice /# 
35 a thing of which no other account can be giveti]# 
but that God hath created him a new in Chriſt Felt 
ſus,chat he bath given him” another and a Nee 
heart, or otherwite it could never have been. Pot 


6. There was nothing in us that could move Golf 
to produce this ſaving quality in us, In all volunyſ® 
fary actions, which are done by a Rational AJ®® 
gent, we are wont to enquire after the Impulolſ® 
eauſe of them, or what it was that moved ang* 

Cal 
thi 


engag=d hin fo to do: and by ſuch meaſtre 
45 theſe are we neceflitated to conceive of God 
Works of Efficiency : It is a demonſtration «c ſta 
Gods wonderful love to us, that he wif! put 
principle of Santification into us, and thereby 
reſtores us from death to life, and whence was 
that he ſo did ; or what was it that induc 
him hereunto ? Certainly it could not be' fro 
any lovelinefs that he ſaw in us, for there w 
none ; we had nothing in us that was deſi 
ble, but every thing was hateful: the Image 
Ged, which once was our beauty and or 
ment was gone ; and the Image of Sin, whi, 
is our ſhame and vileneſs was contracted, a 
by virtue of it we were every way abomi 
ble: when therefore God ſpeaks of doing fu 
things for backſlidden Iſrael, he would ha 
them to take that humbling remark upon + 
Kzek. 36, 22, Thus ſaith the Lord, 1 do mot i 


''s 
ha 
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8 Wor Jour ſakes, Ob bouſe of Iſrael but for mine 

ar boly names ſake, &c. Nor was he moved here. 
to by our requeſts and prayers; it wa? tiot 

Taibecauſe we, in ſenſe of our folly and miſery; 
ſought relief of him, that his bowels earned * 

towards us, for he himſelf faith, 1/a. &5. t. 7 

Jam (ought of them that asked not for int, 1 am 

ratfound of them that ſought me net ; and though 

the hath declared, in Exek. 36. 37. I will yet 

lbfor this be enquired of by the bouſe of Iſrael, 19 

1nddo it for them, Yet his preventing grace produ- 

\ral6ath this in us, otherwiſe we ſhould never have 

thus enquired after him, but abode in our dt- 

| offtance from him. 

4 7. Hence the ſpring or riſe of all this muff be 
rom bis love or good will to us. When wt 
have ſearched into all the cauſes of Regene- 
ration, in which this gracious principle is 
wrought in us, we muſt ultimately determing 
it hither: we are made to partake in this 
Grace, becauſe God bath appointed us to it * 
and the reaſon why we were ſo appointed, 

-4 Was becauſe it ſo pleaſed God ; Ma. 11. 25, 
26. Thou baft bid theſe things from the wiſe and 
udent, and haſt revealed them to babes; even fo 
| ether, for ſo. it ſeemed good in thy fight. God 
therefore tells 1/ras!, that he loved them be- 
zauſe he loved them 3 Dew, 7, 7, 8, The Lord 

yl #id not ſet bis love ng becauſe ye wire more 

Z Us 


TAS « 
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in number, &c. but becailſe, the Lord loved you, Th 
tiwating, that the motive of this ove "was ne 
where ,to be ſought out of himſelf ; amd of 
this account God affigns our effeftual calling to 
a love of his own that never had any beginning, 

Zr. 31. 3. 1 bave loved thee with an turrlafting\® 
love, therefore with loving Kindneſs have '1 draws 
tbee ; and needs mult it be fo, for he is the firſt} 
cauſe and laſt end of all chings, Rom. 2 r. alt. Off 
him, and through bim, ana to him ate "all t bing 
Nor could 'his Grace be otherwiſe -abſoluet 
free, and: foveraign, 4s the 'Gofpet every whergſlu 
affures us that it is. | 


b; 


8, All the engagements by which our love is ex4P* 
Cited to aft upon him, are from his firſt lowing of us; th 
As there is the planting of faving grace 'in us, cb 
in our Renovation, by which a principfe is ing 
faſed into us, enabling” and difpoſing of ns tg 9 
love him, fo there are the atrrafives by which?" 
this principle 1s drawn ' forth into a&, whi | C4 
are ſo many motives to ftir up this love i 
us; for our love of God'is not a bruniſh 
| fron, but it is ated with the | higheſt -reafon' 
and all the reaſons of*it are found 'm hi 
love to' us-: he therefore. thns draws ns in orde 
co our following of hitn; Cant. 1.14. Draw| +, 
me, we will run after "thee, and the way 1 
which he allures us, is by his love, Hof. x1] * 
& I drew thes with the cords of @ man, with 
Ft 
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Trdrbe bands of love. Now there are priadpally 
nalluch things as theſe, the conſideration and belief 
«whereof attract the love of our Souls to God, 


$ 


ing), 1+ 78 was this lowe that appointed us to be the 
+: beirs of Salvation. The Word of God doth fre- 
-. quently expieſs our Salvation under the conſfide- 
5rfiration of an Inheritance 5 and fo all the dlaims 
 offthat we can make to 11,muſt be in way of Heir- 
"o bip : and we are not born heirs to it by' a na- 
yural birch, but are introduced into it by a- yos 
Aluntarv Adoption: we had in our felves no more 
ot right to it than the Devik, nor could we 
make ont a better claim to it than the reſt of A- 
ox; poſtate mankind : we were common heirs with 
u;jthem of che ſame deſtruction, Epb. 2. 3. ig 
ns ebildrep of wrath by nature even as others. We 
ins therefore come to have a right there!o according 
#to appointment, 1 Theſ. 5.9. God bath not ap- 
ich] pointed us to wrath, but to obtan Salvation by Teſus 
ich} ChrifF, Nor can there be a greater obligation 
- {upon us to love God, than the conſideration of 
a this eternal deſign : to think that God had ſuch 
-1'4a thought of good will for us, when he propoſed 
hx no fuch favour for millions as good, and as well 
Jer deferving as we; and this is owing to his love, 
li 70b. 3.1, Behold what manner of love the Fa 
F ther hath beft owed upon. us, that we ſhould be called 
x} #he Sons of God? And fure this love muſt be 
-.j More ancient than ours to him, who but the 
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other day hated him, and were his Enemies. J7, 

2. This love provided Chrift to purchaſe Solvati- - 
on for vs, . Such was our unhappy condition by |... 
the Fall, that there could be no falvation for us, |, 
but by a fatisfation made to offended Juſtice; | 
which Attribute muſk not in the leaſt yail its 
glory in this affair, or ſo much as ſtoop to mer- 
Cy in it, If God will fave us, he muſt provide 
a Jeſus for us, one that can ſave #s from our ſins. 
The _ mult have a reparation made for the 
viglation of it 5 our contracted Guile muſt be ex- 
plated ; we cannot do this for our ſelves, hou: 
ſands of rams, and ten thouſand rivers of ol will 
not do jt ; there muſt a Surety interpoſe to un- 
dertake' this, none could do it but the Son oh - 
God, he muſt be made Sin and a Curſe for us, 
he muſt have all or Iniquities laid upon him, 
by bis firipes we muſt be beated.: the caſe was re: 
duced to this exigence, either God muſt deſtro 
us everlaſtingly for our ſins, or do the executio 
upon his own Son in our ſtead 5 nothing elf 
would have done: Certainly then here was lov 
vnparallel'd ; Chiiſt himſelf exprefleth it as tha 
which exceeds all comparifon, Fob. 3. 16. Go 
fo lowed the world, that he gave his only begotte 
Son : And the Apoſtlz thought it to be an argu 
ment which could not be aver ftrained, in th 
exerciſe of ' cuf faith for the obtaining of 
the good that is laid ap in the promiſe, * Row 
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32. #He that ſpared not bis own Son, but delivered. . 
*** him up for us all, how ſhall be not with him alſo freely 
give us all things? and the conſideration of it 
'r twill be further amplified, by obſerving that this 
DY I'was done for us before we had any love tor- 


5 !him : not only was It agreed upon in the eternal 
at 


its; 
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he get ſinners, Chriſt died for us. When we were ene- 
Fries we were reconciled to God, by the death of hig 


wm 3. This love bath revealed Chriſt to us as an Ob- 
| qe ſuitable for us to truſt in for ſalvation, As it 
nd exceeded the reach of any created underſtand- 

4 ing to find out the way of ſalvation by Chriſt : 
©) the thing it ſelf being a myſtery of Infinite wil- 
dom ; fo the Revelation or declaration of him to 
ſinful men is of God alone. Ir is his Goſpel in 
which Chriſt is publiſhed ; there it is that we 
are acquainted wi.h his Perſon and Offices, his 
undertaking and accompliſhment, his Incarnati- 
"1 on, JubjeRion to the Law, and making fatis2- 
ion ro It for us 3 how accep'able is Redemp- 
tion was to his father, how fufficient it was tcr 
us, to procure peace and life for us; there it is 
that we are acquainted how, and aſlured that be 
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is able to ſave all thoſe to the uttermoſ# that om 
unto. God by him, Heb. 7.25. How many nationsſ{ 
are there' in the world that hear nothing ofþ 
him, and thereupon they perijh unavoidably forf} 
Jack of viſion? Certainly this good news, is a 
token of Gods good will, ic is he who fends itfc 
unto us, and treats with -us in it ; They that! 
bring theſe glad tidings are his Ambaſſadors, 2Þ! 
Cor. 5. 20. We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 4 
God did beſeech your by us. It is a treaty of peace 
and reconciliation which is opened hereby to us,F 
but for which we muſt have remained utter 
{trangers unto peace for ever. 
| 


4. This love hath pointed out to us the way 0 
Salvation by Chriff, As God hath laid it inF 
Chriſt for- us, ſo he hath in the Goſpel dif-$ 
covered the way of it to us. There is a way: 
in which Sintul men muſt come to. partake! 
in the precious' fruits of Chriſt Redemption, 
and there are terms 'on which theſe are con-j# 
veyed to us; now God hath opened theſe terms, [ec 
and 1:id out all che Articles of the New Co-ft 
venant- in his Goſpel, « This 1s not a favour{b 
which all partake in : it. is ſaid of the Gentiles, [n 
who are without the Goſpel, in Rom. 3. 17.t 
The way of peace have ibey not known. And weſt 
are told- in, -2 Tim, 1: 10. That God hath brought [C 
life and immortality to light through the Goſpel, , 
There aie the propoſals in the New-Covenant{p 

E which 
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tomawhich muſt bs complied | withal, by ol? 
ionsFhat hope to be Saved by Chriſt 5 they that 
» offever hear of them, can never comply with 
foryhem, Rom. x0. 14. How ſhall they: believe in bins 
is abdf whom they have not heard. And it is Gods 
Is itJove to his choſen that moved him to open 
thatthis Covenant and propoſe the terms of it to 
s, zFthem, in order to their being brought into it. 
vs 4 
eace! 5. This love bath not only provided the means, 
) us, $ut alſo renders them effettual to our Salvation. 
tter{God brings about the Salvation of his Ele& 
n the way of means, as belt accommodated 
o his treating of them: as reaſonable Creatures ; 
y offfie hath therefore appointed them in the Gof- 
© inÞel ; and chey are the gifts of our glorified 
diſ-Saviour, Epb 4. 10. &c. It is therefore a ſingu- 
wayJar favour for men to enjoy them 3; there is 
akethat remark, Pſal. 147. 19, 20. He ſhewed his 
ion, bvord unto Facob, his ſtatutes and his judgments 
on- frunto Iſrael; he hath not dealt ſo with any nation, 
ms, I&c. And it muſt be ſo, for the want of them 
Co-fis a note of perdition, 2 Cor 4. 3. If our Goſpel 
ourjbe hid, i; is bid to them that are loſtE. But yet 
Iles, ſmany have them, aad they prove occaſions of 
17.|their greater ruine, b?cauſe they abuſe them : 
we {Herein therefore is Gods love, antec:dently to 
ght fours eminently celebrated, in that he gives a 
pel. [bleſſing to the means, and fo making them 


ant]powerful to advance. the end of them, Rom. 
; 3. 16 
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—_ The Goſpel is the power of God to Salvation 
in them that believe ; and why only in ſuch af 
do believe 2 why becauſe the Spirit of God 
comes in with them to ſuch, and leaves ſavingt* 
impreflions by | them. Now all theſe are the*< 
incentives of our love, and do certainly pro#* 
c&ed from his loving us firſt. " 


USE. I. 4 


We may hence infer the DeFrine of perſonal E- 
le&iom. Great attempts have been and are uſec 
in the Chriſtian world to undermine this truth 
but all are in vain : If there were no morg. 
Scripture evidence for the confirmation and” 
eſtabliſhment of this Article of our faith, buf 
only the words of our Text, it is ſufficient td 
enervate all the cavils and objeftions that arg 
| brought againſt it. If Gods firſt loving us be 
net only a Reaſev, but a Cauſe too of our lovi vl. 
him ; and conſequently if any of us have thel* 
love of God produced in him, it is an eviden F 
of that antecedent love which he bare to us { 
it fo b:comes a diltinguiſhing note between 
them whom he loved and others; and 'for f 
that reaſon 1 muſt necds be an infallible evidence © 
of Gods having ſuch a Jove for us before, which : 
muſt needs bs from Eternity, becauſe his will 
and purpoſe is like himſelf Immutable. And 1 
this can amount to nothing leſs than a Perſona} 

Eletfion 1) * 


Loves Pedigree. 20 
ch a$/:#ion : for, if God be the author of this Grace 
> us, and he produceth ic by his Spirit becauſe 
wvinge loved us, than we were perſonally appointed 
Jereto from Eternity. So the Apoſtle layes it 
own, Epb. x. 3, 4. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
F our Lord TFeſus Chrift, who bath bleſſed us with 
ll Spiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chrift : 
ecording as be bath choſen us in bim, before the 

oundation of the world, that we ſhould be boly. 


#. Sh USE 
th This tells us that Gods Elefting love could not 
nor#* founded on the previſun of any thing in the 
and !earure. We are here acquainted with the 
hb, 84bſolute Sovereignty of God in this affair, If 
t ::Gods love be the firſt cauſe of all Grace and 
' ax Good to us, it muſt needs then be it ſelf Inde- 
| 4&pendent, for that is an inſeparable property of 
.ing/4 Supream Cauſe, If Gods love produceth all 
the that is good in the Creature, it is then im- 
ncel poffible that' the goodneſs of the Creature 
1s Jſhould produce that love to it, To limit Gods 
ſpecial love which he bears unto any, unto | 

\ 4 ſomething foreſeen in the Subje&, is to make 

” 7 ſomething in us that d1d precede that, and 
icþ} that did not derive from it as the Efficient of 
viltl 5 which is to invert the erder of Cauſes, and 
nd Put the ſecond being in the place of the firſt. 
" | God could not foreſee any thing lovely in us, 
+ .f but upon his own purpoſe to conter it upon us, 
o TH on 
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on which the futurity of it depended ; ank: 
therefore this forefight could not cauſe his lo\ / 
but muſt needs flow from. it. He beſtowed li: 
gitt on us becauſe he loved us, Rev. 1.5. Uny, 
bim that lowed us, and waſhed us from our ſins, 
bis blood. | | 
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Hence we learn what little reaſow they bave 
think that God lowed them, who are woid of th , 
love of God, It is true,Gods love to thoſe whon 
he hath Choſen in Chriſt, runs under groun( 
for a-great while.; and there are thoſe whom 
hath an endeare4 reſpe& for, who are at preſe 
in arms of rebellion againſt him, who have ng, 
rezard for him, who ſay unto bim, depart from us}, 
Juch indeed are all Gods Ele& before Converlſ 
on, Eph. 2. 2, 3. Wherein in times patt ye walkehh 
according to the courſe of this world, &c and werk, 
Children of wrath, even as others, Tit. 3. 23. We ou 7 
ſelves alſo were ſometimes fouliſh, and difobedic 
&c. And though there are unſeen ways in which 
this love ol his is before han working towar 
them, yet ail this wile they have no groung, 
of evidence to prove their intereſt in his ſpe 
Cial favour. It js certain, ii any are. the Suk ; 
jets of this love it will fooner or later brea 
jorth in their Call/mg, and . will kindle in the 
a fincere love to him ; Fer.z1 3.1 have loved th 
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; AG--5 an tverlaſfing love, therefore m' lowing kind. 
lon; have 1 drawn thee. And this is the firſt 
0.0 ſcovery by which they know that he loved 
Us em, 2 The. 2. 13. God bath from the begin- 
MW Yn choſen y08 to Salvation, through the Santtt- 
ation of the Spirit; And theretoic the. order 

f Aſſurance is to come at the knowledge of 
r Elefion by our Vocations, 2 Pet. 1. 10. In 
ain then do they pretend to be the be. 

we ved of God, who do not love and ſerve © 


f I im cordially. 
Vu Tal MM 


Hence it follows, that they who truely love God, 
mnt but acknowledge and adore bis Ele ing love. 
> them. What is the realon why the Prote(- 
ng World, is ſo full of prejudices againſt the 
*KYoftrine of Gods free Sovereign Elettion, and 
Wwerpgar there are fo few that can reliſh, or pa- 
* MFiently endure the Preaching of ic ? Doubt leſs 
enly, muſt be becauſe they were never expert- 
hick entally acquainted with it. That man who 
vaſy:ath had the love of God ſhed abroad in bis 
2UNSeart, and hath known what it is to be Saved 
ſpe y Grace, will put the greateſt Emphaſis upon 
> Agua D . | 

his Article of it ; and his. love will be the 
'Cadnore ardently enflamed by ir, to think that 
he erein God hath manifeſted what precious and 
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endearing thoughts he had for him in-the di 
of Eternity ; how diſtinguiſhing chat love w: 
when he had neither being nor deſeryir 


Prayer then for all ſach prejudiced 
perſons ſhall be, that God will give 
unto them the experience of this 
love in themſelves, and that 
will ſilence all their up- 
rifings of heart, and 
fill them with 
adoration- 


